The MILLENNIAL SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM.
Amazing and intricately detailed prophecies in the Book of Ezekiel describe  a future Religious System few have ever heard about.   Major components of “New Covenant Theology” exclude what this clear Biblical Prophecy reveals, avoiding disturbing Theological questions these explicit passages expose.
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Few subjects attract as much interest as Bible Prophecy.   It is the rare individual who doesn’t find the subject ‘interesting’ at least, and among Bible literates, more often than not, the subject can provoke animated discussion, and usually drawing rapt attention, when it is knowledgably presented.
Most ‘Prophecy Buffs’ are quite familiar with what is known as ‘the longest prophecy’, found in the Book of Daniel, Chapters 8 thru 11.  These are the passages that deal with the actions of successive world empires: Persia, Greece, and Rome, with Rome’s seven resurrections, extending down to the present.  (In fact, these passages in Daniel contain such accurate detail, that some ‘scholars’ insist that the book must have been written after those events described actually took place, not before!)   But, in terms of chapter after chapter of incredibly specific detail, there is a prophecy that is much longer, that few church-goers are remotely aware of.   This one continues for thirteen whole chapters, and deals with the time period of the Millennial Kingdom, which is the literal Kingdom of God on Earth.  You would  think  this  prophecy  would  be of  extreme

interest to Bible students, yet it remains and is consigned to the remotest regions of our conscious-ness.  Why?  Not just because of its subject matter, but also because of its clear and present emphasis on an aspect of God’s Law which ‘New Covenant’ theologians, almost unanimously, have concluded to have been totally abrogated for all time.   As a result, this subject is held by them and their peers in adamant repudiation and near total contempt.
It is the uncomfortable conclusions, which would logically have to be drawn, which accounts for the widespread disdain in the religious community.  It is what these chapters portray, in such explicit detail that evokes a near total rejection.   In just these few chapters, powerful challenges are posed to the cherished conclusions of nearly all ‘New Covenant’ theologians, drawn and espoused since the latter decades of the first century.   Their con-clusions, once defined, have skewed succeeding theological processes in such a way as to leave certain important questions unanswered, and even unanswerable!   One example:  Why was God’s Law given in the first place?  (We should always remember, salvation was not earnable!  Not then, and not since!)   Few can offer an answer.
The primary component, threaded all through these prophecies found in the final thirteen chapters of the Book of Ezekiel is the practical performance of God’s Law.  More specifically: those aspects of God’s Law which involve Ceremonial and Sacri-ficial performances, which most regard, with great relief, as having been thoroughly “done away” for good and for all time.  But among those who hold this opinion, it is the rare individual who can clearly explain exactly WHY it was that God gave us the Ceremonial or Sacrificial System in the first place.  

Without these several chapters in Ezekiel, we might never have known, because we never would have thought to consider such things.  Here we are presented with a scenario that falls far outside of the realm of accepted theology, yet the pointed questions raised within these passages remain inescapable.  
In the spring of 1995, under the doctrinal revisions being vigorously imposed upon the Church of God in its major ‘paradigm shift’, I can remember taking strong exception to a number of the illogical conclusions one would have to embrace in order to accept what was then being passed off as a ‘whole new belief system’!   (It wasn’t really ‘new’!)   To the statement from the podium of there being no literal Kingdom of God on Earth, as is so clearly stated in such places as Zechariah 14 and Revela-tion 20 and 21, the local ‘minister’ responded to a direct challenge by pointing out the obvious refer-ence to there being some sort of sacrificial offering  mentioned in Zech.14:21 and since any and all sacrificing was ENDED in Christ, this could not be referring to any real future event.  In other words, the idea being posed was that since sacrificing was ‘all done away’, then this prophesy must be disre-garded as well, as it alludes to such performances!  (Does this represent sound theology?  Rejecting a substantial Biblical statement outright because we aren’t comfortable with what it implies?)
Hearing that answer, the question came to mind, then, what are these thirteen chapters in Ezekiel all about?  Will there actually be some sort of restored Sacrificial System in the Millennium?   I’d known of these thirteen chapters for years, but never had reason to focus on their actual meaning, let alone their obvious and profound implications upon ‘accepted’ Christian theology!   Another minister in New England in 1972, when pointedly asked about this matter, admitted quite plainly, that he believed there would be sacrificing in the Millen-nial Age, but we couldn’t draw-out any further definition from him at the time as to the reason he thought such practices would again be reverted to.  
This remains the basic question.  Is there to be some sort of restored Sacrificial System in the soon-coming Kingdom of God under His Christ, and if so, for what possible reason?

Three Problem Areas!
Before we pose an answer, we need to be aware that this consideration creates at least THREE major dilemmas within the accepted theological establishment.
First, the obvious, of the Sacrificial and Ceremo-nial Systems NOT being permanently ‘done away’, as most allege.    Second being the impact upon what is regarded as “New Covenant” theology, that not only does the Moral Law remain in effect, but potentially some form of the Ceremonial and Sacri-ficial System does as well!    This idea would be particularly unsettling among those who advocate that ALL “Old Testament” Law is ‘done away’, that all of the Old Testament requirements have no real application to us under this New Covenant Era.  But third, is a problem for the greatest majority of Christians, who hold that the Kingdom of God is here and NOW, not a REAL literal future Kingdom here on Earth.  Rather, they hold that upon death, Christians go to heaven forever, “to be with the Lord”!   What possible need would there be for a Millennial Kingdom, particularly one that practices some form of “Old Testament” ritual, involving sacrificing and ceremony?   What possible purpose could there be for such an outlandish scenario?
Perhaps from these, we can begin to see why there is such automatic and universal rejection of and revulsion against any consideration of Ezekiel’s prophecy, and to what it reveals.  Its basic allega-tion is gravel in the gears of fundamental Christian theology.  It violates our traditional belief system!  We, like the first century Jews, are put in the position of having to choose between our cherished traditional views, or the clear Word of God?  (Mark 7:9)  It’s not a pleasant experience.   Most will seek comfort in their traditional understanding.
There are a number of New Testament passages that make reference to this matter.  Many have been used to illustrate the inapplicability of Old Testament practices in the Christian Life.  If, in fact, the Old Testament does present a certain degree of relevance to the Redemptive Experience, and has a useful place in the implementation of the Plan of God, as it facilitates the salvation of all mankind, then we need to consider, what doctrinal modifications would be necessary of ‘modern theology’ to accommodate this?
Certainly, this consideration would enliven Christ’s statement in Matthew 5:17-18, “Think not I am come to destroy the Law and the Prophets, I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”  What did He mean by the term: “Fulfill”?  

Another statement, that the ‘Elijah Work’ and Jesus Christ would “restore all things”,
 would be similarly disturbing, if it was regarded as referring to His restoring the religious practices of past ages.  After all, how do you “restore” something that never before existed?  The times of restitution?  What is to be restored?  Certainly not something entirely NEW!  Could these mentions be referring to some sort of sacrificial or ceremonial system?
Something similar to what was practiced in the distant past, in, say, the patriarchal era, or, gasp!, even under the Old Testament Levitical System?  

None of this would make logical sense to our way of seeing things, as defined by accepted theology.

That, largely because the regard most theologians have for God’s Law precludes our understanding just why God gave the Ceremonial and Sacrificial Laws in the first place.  Loosely, many people have sort of  thought that “the Law” was the way they acquired or earned their salvation, or at least, how they dealt with their sins, whereas, simply accept-ing Christ’s sacrifice is how we acquire ours.  The error of that kind of thinking should be obvious.  You see, salvation was never earnable!   Not then, not now!  That is not what the Law of God is for!!  The Law did not provide them means for salvation, nor did it provide them any degree of remission of sins!  Once that is realized, the obvious question then emerges, “Then, why was the Law given?”  What was it all for?  This is the answer we were never given by our esteemed theologians!
Even perfect Lawkeeping does not and did not effect remission of sins in the least!  If adhering to the Law did not result in salvation, then what was it all for?   New Covenant theology, as most hold it, can not provide a full and logical answer to that essential question.  Perhaps it doesn’t want one!  There has to be something inherently wrong with a theological process that obfuscates our even asking this most obvious question, let alone having where-withal to provide us a true and logical answer.  It seems to some, that the only reason God gave man-kind His Law, was to provide Himself the oppor-tunity to ‘do away with it’ as soon as He could!
What is it that is so objectionable about the Laws God gave to Israel at Mount Sinai, and in the years following?  Why do these Laws evoke such disdain and disregard, even such open contempt among ‘God loving’ people?  Why did God give us Laws?  What was His objective?  What good did they ever do?   But an even more profound question, what possible purpose would there be for a restored sacrificial and ceremonial system, like the one Ezekiel describes, for the future?   Our New Testa-ment does offer clear and understandable answers.

Restoring the Kingdom to Israel?

After His resurrection, the disciples asked Christ a potent question.  They asked, “Will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6)   We tend to regard their question as addressing the political situation.  Did their question also involve religious considerations?  Couldn’t they also have been considering the religious implications of a God-restored Kingdom?  A religious system overthrow as well, not just an overthrow of the Roman yoke?  Having just been eyewitnesses to the powerful diatribe against the religious establishment at the Temple, just hours before His Olivet Prophecy was given,
 how can the religious implications be left out of their question?  Were they referring to the reunification of Israel?  Were they referring to a restoration of that True Priest-hood to the nation, called for in the Book of Malachi,
 as opposed to the corrupt system, so well described in Matthew 23:1-39?  Were they looking for that Messianic Kingdom, (seeing that His Messiahship was well established: (see Acts 1))  All of these are the major themes of Ezekiel’s Millennial prophecy!
What Ezekiel Says of the Millennial Age
Before discussing this matter further, it might be good at this point to review these several chapters, to get a general idea of the specific information they contain.  The Millennial Kingdom passages begin in Chapter 36 and end with the end of the Book, in Chapter 48.   Thirteen chapters in all!
After relating Israel’s desolation in the end-time, an oath is uttered by God 
 of their restoration and national repopulation.  Continuing, we find:

36:22-28    Israel is brought back to the land,  is given God’s Spirit, begins keeping God’s Statutes and Judgments;  (The physical nation of Israel).
36:29-38   Israel is restored to exemplary status among nations;

37:1-25    Israel is resurrected, and is reunited as a Godly nation;

37:26-28   God makes the “Everlasting Covenant” with them, His Sanctuary is now to be established among men;
39:29      God’s Spirit is poured out upon Israel after their return from captivity;

40: & 41:  Physical description of the Millennial Temple and the City of Jerusalem;

42:   North Court and  three-tiered galleries and the Priests areas are described;

43:7-12    The place of God’s Throne is forever among a purified people;

43:13-27   The Altar for Millennial Sacrifices is described in detail;

44:9     Spiritual OR physical circumcision is required in order to obtain access into God’s Sanctuary;  (an important revelation!)

44:10-14   Unconverted ministers to officiate over these Millennial Sacrificial Services;

44:15-31   Faithful ministers are to perform Holy Service and to keep God’s Laws and Sabbaths;

45:1-25    Division of the land, weights and measures,  Sacrifices appropriate for the Sabbaths and Holydays;

46:1-10    East Gate is to be open for Sabbaths and Holydays;

46:11-24   More explicit details concerning per-forming Offerings and Sacrifices;

47:1-12    River of Life flows from the Sanctuary, watered trees yield food and medicine;
47:13-23   New Israel’s territorial extent;

48:1-29    Apportionment of tribal territories;

48:30-35   City spreads 4500 measures, named: The LORD is There!

How Do We Know this is Millennial?

All of this is too incredible for some people to believe.  They dismiss it outright as only an idea of what the people of that time would have expected in the days before Christ’s first advent.  How do we know these passages are referring to God’s Millen-nial Kingdom?  How do we establish that this is not just referring to some time in the distant past, as the New King James version (Nelson, 1985) and other versions attempt to suggest, by means of their inter-posed paragraph headings?
Clear, Undisputable References.

There are many indisputable references in this lengthy narrative, that clearly limit the timeframe to being AFTER Christ’s second coming.  For examples:

36:25-27   God’s Spirit is to be offered on a nation-wide basis;

37:3-13    A general resurrection of both houses of Israel:  (Judah and Israel:  The southern and the northern kingdoms, which have been divided since the days just after Solomon’s reign ended.)

37:17-22   Both houses are to be reunited as a single nation for the first time since Rehoboam;

37:24    The Resurrected King David is to be their national King!;   (see also Luke 22:30)
37:26-28   God’s Sanctuary is permanently set among them;

39:1-16   The Asian military forces are to be thoroughly defeated;
43:7    The NEW Temple is to be God’s Holy Dwelling Place;

47:1-6   A ‘Living River’ is to flow out from the 
Temple area.

Not only these, but many other details are evident, which have NO historical precedent.  This period can be nothing other than the New Millennium under God’s returned Christ.  The TRUE Messiah!

But WHY is this religious system to be set up?  Why is such a kingdom necessary?  What possible purpose could there be for a formal and structured government, both civil and religious.  Why the need for a newly purified priesthood,
 why a ceremonial system and why restored sacrificing?  

Here is where traditional religion is largely ignor-ant, and more than ignorant, it is also extremely ill-at-ease, having rejected a pointed Biblical Truth.  These things can not be understood within the framework established by any traditional theo-logical persuasion.  Religion generally understands the essence of the Plan of Salvation, but it DOES NOT understand the overall Plan of God, which has been pre-determined to extend the opportunity for salvation to all.  “God is not willing that any should perish…” (2 Pet.3:9).  It is not only His WILL, it happens to also be His PLAN!   God has a pre-determined plan through which He will offer Salvation to all who have ever lived.   The Millen-nial Kingdom is essential to the implementation of that Plan.  The fundamental Biblical doctrine, the resurrections from the dead, 
 represents the second essential.   Much about these is revealed thru God’s Holyday pattern, that’s why so much is said about their observance in Ezekiel’s last thirteen chapters.
What Possible Purpose?
It is here we need to consider a profound question. Could the Millennial Sacrificial System be a com-ponent of that PLAN by which all who have ever lived, both the Tribulation’s survivors and their descendants, and even all those of past ages, by
means of a general resurrection toward the end of that age, are to be processed thru God’s ultimate educational program?  A program which will bring them into a Spiritual condition where they are finally capable of truly repenting and accepting Christ’s Sacrifice, and undergo a full and TRUE Conversion, ultimately undergoing a flesh-to-Spirit CHANGE 
 ?
Actually, the New Testament has much to say on this matter!

It is without doubt, the Old Testament Sacrificial System has been discontinued since Christ’s crucifixion.  But, the persistent question remains, “What was that system for in the first place?”  It was not to provide them with a means to achieve salvation.  Salvation WAS NOT its resultant product, nor its purpose in Old Testament times! This question is not modern!  The Apostle Paul recognized and addressed the question, and, it is his answer to it that produces enormous insight.

The Law, Our Schoolmaster!

The answer Paul gave us, has been largely mis-
recognized for centuries.  So much so, that people today hardly fathom its real point.  In Galatians 3:24 we read, “Therefore, the Law was our school-master to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”   This particular statement is Paul’s answer to his own question, the same one we posed and he posed five verses earlier:  “What purpose does the Law serve?” (Gal.3:19)   We need to point out that Paul’s question and answer considers the purpose for the Ceremonial and Sacrificial Law.  He is referring to those components that were ADDED because of transgressions (of the Moral Law)  (Same verse 19) 
Unfortunately, the subject he presents in these verses, has been viewed thru the prism of contempt by so many, for so long, that most can hardly hear what Paul is really telling us!  Understanding the vital essence of this particular passage is KEY to understanding the purpose of the Millennial Sacri-
ficial System.  It is that revealing!

Paul, here, in Galatians 3:19 – 29, ties-in the inter-relationships of the Promises, Eternal Life, Faith, Righteousness and Justification.  Too few have noticed.  Most, in their zeal to discredit and discard any degree of ‘Lawkeeping’ amplify verses 24 and 25 to be saying that the Law is merely an ‘old schoolmaster’, (reading that in the sense of ‘task-master’ ), which we are justified in despising, as we as grade-schoolers despised those who taught and disciplined us.  The idea being, that once we got thru our schooling, we can now forget all that, as just a bad experience, just a phase, inapplicable and totally unnecessary in our current life.  What is called New Testament theology generally projects a view much like that, distorting the point Paul was really trying to make.
Actually, there is something very revealing in the ‘contempt attitude toward the schoolmaster’.  First, it exposes the ‘natural’ attitude of enmity toward God’s Law that Romans 8:7 so well describes.  Secondly, it isn’t logical to dump everything we learned from the educational system in which we grew up.  Graduation, (and the release from the rigorous demands of an educational regimen), does not justify holding that educational system in contempt once we graduate!  It makes even less sense to repudiate everything we learned from it once we graduate.  Anyone who has earned a college degree realizes that life is different after-ward.  The demands on our attention, our energy, our mental discipline changes dramatically after ‘commencement’ into our real lives.  The college experience organized and focused how and what we learned.  To go thru all that, and then after graduation, to despise all that was acquired, and to deliberately forget it, or to deliberately never use what was learned, or even to REPUDIATE it, is just plain STUPID!   Our concept of what Paul is saying should not be from that point of view.  Paul does not suggest we despise that schoolmaster, though many take it as though he does.  
An ADDITIONAL Law?
There are interesting points Paul brings out in Galatians 3:19-25.  First, after asking the question, “What purpose does the Law serve?”, he states that it (the Law) was ADDED  (added to what?) because of transgressions...!   That poses a very profound consideration:  “The Law was added because of transgressions!”   In other words, be-cause one Law was broken, another was added to it!!  There is the Moral Law, which defines what sin is (transgression),
  and there is another set of ‘Laws’, deemed necessary on account of man’s transgression of that Moral Law.  Most theologi-cally oriented people tend to overlook this clear distinction.  They are more comfortable with the idea that any mention of Law must be the same Law, and if any part of it is rendered irrelevant, all Law is rendered irrelevant, all-together, entirely.  
Let’s interject a consideration at this point, by asking , “Where would a person BE who disre-garded (broke) the Moral Laws, yet was faithful in all the Ceremonial and Sacrificial Laws?”  Under this consideration, many familiar statements of the Apostle Paul on the subject take on a new vivid-ness, particularly as to the effectiveness of the added Sacrificial / Ceremonial System in providing remission of sins (thus attaining justification).    For example, his statement in Galatians 3:21, “For if there had been a law which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law”.  Then in verse 23, “…we were kept under guard (protected) by the law, kept (preserved) for the faith which would afterward be revealed”.  The added Ceremonial and Sacrificial Laws focused and oriented one’s way of life preparatory to receiving that faith which would eventually be made available.   Before God’s Faith was offered, the Ceremonial Law served to orient a person’s  thinking and his conduct, making him a suitable candidate for a future calling, under which calling those Ceremonial and Sacrificial elements would be rendered no longer necessary.  (Not that they would ever have lost their educational values.)  
When a person’s compliance with the Moral Law failed, (due to human inadequacy), the Ceremonial System provided a safety net by providing a means of maintaining access to God, and by illustrating that person’s failings, and keeping his mind in clear focus on what needed to be done about it!   Many specific details within the Ceremonial format point directly to the functional role of Christ.   Even the New Testament theologian will admit that much!
What Advantage Then Hast the Jew?

Paul addresses another aspect of the question in Romans 3: that increasingly manifested itself in attitudes of his day.  He asks, “What advantage then hast the Jew, or what is the profit of circum-cision?” (That ritual formality essential for being able to enter the Temple and to participate in their Ceremonial activities).  He then acknowledges, “Much in every way, Chiefly, because to them were committed the oracles of God.” They had posses-sion of what God had said, not that such possession gave them any advantage other than an awareness of the right way, but, at least, it oriented their thinking (if they knew God’s oracles) to be able to accept the Atoning Sacrifice of Christ when He later came to fulfill what those observances up to that point had only pictured.
That’s what those added aspects of Ritual Laws were for!  To orient the mind of the sincere worshipper to God’s Righteous Character, and where a failure to keep within His moral guidelines occurred, the added Ceremonial and Sacrificial Laws impressed on the sinner what needed to be done about it.  But yet, those ritual performances remained merely ineffective representations of the justification process which would later be brought into full existence when God’s Anointed Paschal Sacrifice was finally offered.
Shedding of Blood IS Required!
This explains what the Levitical Ceremonial and Sacrificial Laws were for.  Not to provide the worshipper with a means of salvation, but rather, it was a ‘schoolmaster’ system to teach and prepare (and preserve) the worshipper for that future faith based system, in the fullness of its time.  Yet, the essential element remains, “…without the shedding of blood is no remission.” (Heb.9:22)   Under BOTH the Old and New Covenants, this single requirement remains an absolute essential.
So, the Old Testament System did have important purpose.  It dealt with the issue of sin, impressing upon the unconverted worshipper what needed to be done about it, and allowing him, in his unre-generate state, access into God’s Holy presence.
Further Consideration.
There is a scripture in Ezekiel that is very revealing in this regard.   It is found in Chapter 44, verse 9.  In it we find two different kinds of worshippers being represented!  This is perhaps the most over-looked consideration of all.  The verse says, “Thus saith the Lord God; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh shall enter into my sanctuary,..”  Here we are introduced to what ought to be obvious.  That there are going to be two different kinds of worshippers in the Millennial Age.  Those circumcised of heart, and those not.  Of those not, in order to worship God acceptably, and thus be admitted into His Holy Sanctuary, (figuratively or literally) it will be necessary to at least become circumcised of the flesh!   In other words, we are here talking about converted people and unconverted people!  Two different kinds of physical worshippers living together:  The Regenerate and the Unregenerate!

At Christ’s return, all forms of religion will be discontinued, excepting for God’s True religion.  There will no longer be any false religion of any kind.  Yet, all people will then be required to wor-ship God.  What will be the form of that worship?
Those who worship  “.must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth”. (John 4:24)   Not only with right in-formation, but in the right Spiritual mindset!   
Further, at the outset of the Millennial Kingdom, all converted Saints will have been changed from a fleshly existence to a Spirit existence.  Those alive at Christ’s return will instantly be made Spirit, moments after the resurrected Saints are.
  This will leave all others remaining alive at that point in time still unregenerate!  In other words, unconver-ted and still physical.  Yet all will be required to stop how they’re doing it and to begin worshipping God in an acceptable manner.  The question is, what is that acceptable form of worship? 
New Covenant or Old?

If it were up to mankind to determine how to worship God, we would have all the various forms of worship we have today.  About every form of worship and expression imaginable exists.  Are these all acceptable to God?   And, can an uncon-verted person worship God acceptably?  At that time, when the opportunity for salvation will be extended to all who are willing to serve and obey God, what place will there be for false religion?  Most religion, as we know it today, is FALSE!   The TRUE religion of God is not the broad diversity we have today.  It has no need to be!
From the description of the world religious scene found in the later chapters of the Book of Ezekiel, it is apparent that there will be a whole new world order.   One that bears little resemblance to what exists today.  But, will conversion, as we’ve known it, still be attainable at that time?
Beginning With the Unconverted,
As the Millennial Kingdom begins, all the Saints of God who have ever lived will have been changed from a physical to a Spirit existence in the first resurrection.
  The administration of the Kingdom will be given to the Immortal Saints under Christ.
 All others left alive, in other words, the physical survivors, will all be unconverted.  These will be the people of the Kingdom.  Mortals, ruled over by Christ and His Immortal Saints!  The angelic call will go out, to “…Worship Him that made heaven and Earth”
  Under what format will they begin doing that?   Will the nations be brought to Mount Sinai or drawn straight to the Cross?   
Here we will have a vast number of people, both religious and non-religious.  The religious having been exposed previously to every form of religious expression imaginable!   What will it take to bring all these people to a state where they can have their mental palates cleansed of false concepts, to where they can begin to worship God acceptably and become ready for true conversion?

Notice, the initial instruction is to worship Him that made heaven and earth.  That Creator is Christ! 
  What more appropriate way is there to worship the true Creator than to honor and observe the day He set apart to commemorate Creation: the seventh day Sabbath?  (This institution predated Mt. Sinai.)
The Temple is Opened,

Another dramatic development relative to the question is found in the final verse of Revelation, chapter 11.  (This is the passage that outlines the Day of Trumpets, verses 15 – 19.)  “And the Temple of God was opened in Heaven, and there was seen in His Temple the Ark of His Covenant;” If these things are passé, why are they showcased here?   The point is, both these, the Temple AND the Ark of the Covenant, (something missing from the Jerusalem Temple in Christ’s day), are essential focus elements in the restored religion of God.  Why else, just after His world takeover, would Christ set forth the opened Temple (what does that represent?) and the Ark of the Covenant, (which covenant?  Does the New Covenant have the Ark, which, by the way, among other things, contains the Ten Commandments tablets?! 
 )
The opened Temple represents an open opportunity for salvation, and we’ve seen earlier,
 that either physical or cordal
 circumcision is prerequisite to being allowed admittance into God’s Sanctuary. Here is the opportunity for salvation for all others who never were called to salvation.  In the first day of salvation, being called was limited to just those who God specifically called.  “No man can come to me, except the Father which has sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him up at the Last Day.” 
 This is clearly referring to the first calling, culmin-ating with the resurrection at the Last (7th) Trump.
God only called a relative few in this first day of salvation.  This should be obvious by the relatively small number of truly converted people we find in this society at any given time.  The overwhelming majority are destined to be afforded their oppor-tunity for true conversion in the Millennial Age, and in the case of those deceased before it, in the general resurrection period known as the “Great White Throne” judgement just after the ‘thousand years’! 
   All who have ever lived will be afforded an opportunity for salvation.  ( Except, those who did have opportunity, but who rejected it, will not be given a second chance.
 )  God has an inclusion plan for those He never called.  That plan is further illustrated in the Biblical Holydays, which this world’s religions are also averse to.   (Those are more fully explained in a separate article, except  to present here that the Spring Holydays teach the essentials relative to personal salvation, and the Fall Holydays illustrate the overall Plan of God, relating how His plan of salvation will be extended to all who have ever lived!)   Understanding God’s Holyday Plan is essential to being able to correctly understand end-time Biblical Prophecy.
Another gem from the book of Revelation is found in chapters 14 and 15.  It reinforces what we saw earlier about the open Temple and the Ark of the Covenant.   It involves a certain song.   In 14:3-4, we see the 144,000 singing a song which they alone could sing. These are the ‘firstfruits’ of God and the Lamb redeemed from among mankind
In chapter 15, we see more definition of this scene.  These same ‘Spirit Born Saints’, particularly those who lived under the Beast’s Dominion, and who are victorious over it, are heard singing the “Song of Moses, the servant of God, and the Song of the Lamb”. (The true Lawgiver!) The timeframe of this is just after Christ’s return, and His final correction on those who would resist His administration.  This is the major theme of chapters 15 and 16.
The imminent prophecy is then given in verse 4,   of all nations worshipping before the True God.

Along with the reference to the Temple and the Ark of the Covenant, we are also presented with another significant component, the Song of Moses!  It is apparent that these new ‘worshippers’ will first be brought into the most fundamental institution: as revealed in the Books of the Law.  Sinai is the first apparent destination, the Cross comes later!
Beast Worshippers Confronted.
The seven vials introduced in chapter 15, are seen poured-out individually in chapter 16.  Each of these vial-plagues deal with those who gave them-selves over to the worship of the Satan-empowered Beast.  This element, including all the fallen spirit-forces behind it, is to be removed from society before God’s Kingdom can be fully established.  That accomplished, the call can then go out for all nations to begin worshipping the true Creator 

God.  It is the format of that worship that we need to better understand.   We can’t know much about education in the World to Come, unless we under-stand what the final thirteen chapters in Ezekiel reveal to us.  God has spoken to us on the matter, and He has done so very clearly!
The Clarion Call.

As the vials are about to be poured out, the clear call goes out, voiced by God’s angel:  (Rev.14:6) “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth,
 and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!” 

Just after the call for all peoples to worship God    is the announcement of the second fall of Babylon, not the ancient Babylon, but its modern spiritual counterpart, the religious system that has infested, and to this day contaminates, modern religion
With negative spiritual forces and all Babylonian contamination removed from society and religion, God will then open His Temple to ‘whosoever will’.
  It will then be the individual’s choice to ‘come’, no longer requiring a specific call of the Father!
   This will be a very different world!
Government will dramatically change, and religion will drastically change.  
At Christ’s coming, He will restore all things! 

He will take over the governments of the world, 

using force where necessary, issuing directives from Jerusalem consistent with His Law,
He will restore and set-up His Model Nation, 

The resurrected King David will govern Israel under Christ, 

The twelve Apostles will rule under David, 

The Changed Religious Scene.
The world will begin keeping God’s Sabbaths, 

All nations will be called to send representatives to Jerusalem to keep God’s Feast of Tabernacles, 

The Levitical Order will be purified and restored to acceptable service, 

Every man will sit under his vine and his fig tree, 

Unfaithful ministers will perform bloody physical sacrificial duties, faithful ministers will administer Holy Service, serving God in His Sanctuary. 

The world then will actively seek to learn of God and of His ways. 
   (Clearly a new attitude!)
But, Why a Restored ‘Legal  System’? 
What will be is rather clear, but it still leaves the question unanswered as to why?  What is the real purpose of a restored Ceremonial and Sacrificial System?   What good could it possibly do?

We need to keep in mind that at the beginning months of the Millennial Kingdom, all those living will be the physical survivors of the Great Tribu-lation.  Any converted people there might have been would have already been changed into Spirit Beings by now, judging and ruling the earth with Christ in His Throne. 
  Among these survivors, there will be those receptive to conversion and the receipt of God’s Spirit.  Others will not be, at first. In any case, it will take time and some re-education to bring each one to a state of readiness.  
With many, there will be a serious need for some 
remedial orientation.  There is the criminal mind-set to deal with, or those of perverted character, the helplessly addicted, the rebellious against God and the things of God, the religious zealot dedicated to forms of worship unacceptable to God (as Cain was), and many with pre-set religious concepts or biases that obscure God’s Truth, as has been  the case thruout history.   Where these don’t apply, then at least just a general disinterest.  How do all these people re-orient themselves to where they can become truly converted?   We should also consider that all thru the Millennial Age, physical children will be born, with none of them born converted!

And, in the mean time, how do these worship God in an acceptable manner, before they actually do become converted?   What format will they use?
This is where the neo-Levitical Ministration be-comes the answer.  Like with ancient Israel, the sincere but unconverted are allowed to access God’s presence, thru circumcision, and by being re-taught under a structured Ceremonial format, which will train and re-orient those worshippers toward the time when they are ready to leave that system and come under an elevated relationship, that of Grace thru Faith!

The Old Testament ritual format contains massive illustrations of essential Spiritual Truths.  One only needs to investigate and reflect upon them to appreciate their educational purpose.  Those uncon-verted in the Millennial Age will need also to come under a system that practices them, to re-orient their thinking and to develop toward the day when they can repent and become truly converted, and to receive God’s Spirit.  There can be no false con-version in this Day of Salvation!  False conversion at this point in time is a spiritual death sentence!
When a person becomes truly converted, that indi-vidual will then come under a new ministration, not unlike the New Covenant system as we know it today, except not that version of it put forth by modern religion, but as it’s presented in the pages of the Bible!   Even what we know as ‘New Covenant Christianity’ will be transformed by the clear Word of Biblical Truth!   What passes for New Covenant Christianity incorporates all kinds of unbiblical mis-information.  God has no use for man’s error.  Neither should we.
So, we will have in the World to Come, 
 a renewed Ceremonial System preparing individuals for true conversion.  And as a follow-up to that, a  ‘graduate’ Spiritual  System, to direct each per-son’s growth toward full Spiritual maturity, …“unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”, as Ephesians 4:13 words it.  Prior to conversion, the worshipper will practice a system not unlike that of the Old Testament era.   As before, this will NOT EARN anyone their salvation!  After becoming converted, that worshipper will come under a different system, one generally like that known today as New Covenant Christianity.
Overseeing both these two concurrent worship systems, the Spirit Born Saints of God will be in ultimate authority, 
 serving directly under Christ.

We need also to keep in mind that after the one thousand years are ended,
  there will be a general resurrection raising up all those who died prior to Christ’s second coming, prior to the thousand years, not having ever been called to salvation.  
With this, we can begin to understand the need for and the effectiveness of the Millennial Sacrificial System.   God created an extraordinary  ‘school-master system’ 
 to re-orient a person’s thinking to where he or she can ultimately accept Christ.  This was the original purpose for which God gave man-kind that added Ceremonial Law, to remediate for any infraction of His Moral Law, which remains and will remain applicable 
 thru all time to all who ever have and who ever will live.  Then, as before, the restored Ceremonial System will provide pre-repentant people a worship format, preparing them for True Conversion. Yet, religion as we know it, prefers to reject this fundamental Biblical Truth!                                                     Ω                                  
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